






The Mayor of South Dublin County 
Cllr. Mick Duff launched Active 
Citizenship Week in South Dublin 
County on Monday 21st September 
in the presence of the Minister John 
Curran in County Hall Tallaght. Active 
Citizenship concerns everyone and 
the week was developed to further 
stimulate the interest of people in the 
County to become even more involved 
as active citizens. 

South Dublin County Active 
Citizenship Week included: Images of 
Volunteering Exhibition, Blood Bank, 
Garda Reserve Recruitment Campaign, 

Dublin County Volunteer Centre 
outreach sessions, Youth Information 
Centre, Reserve Recruitment Campaign, 
Give it a swirl Day - the national day 
of volunteering and also an event 
which will be held later in the year to 
celebrate volunteerism in the County

This week was organized by South 
Dublin County Council, South Dublin 
County Development Board and the 
South Dublin County Volunteer Centre. 
There were a number of other partners 
involved including.

http://www.volunteersouthdublin.
ie/Citizens/index.html

This summer more young lives and families have 
been destroyed due to gangland crime.  While 
statistics released by the Central Statistics Office 
for the second quarter of 2009 show a continuation 
of the encouraging trends of the previous quarter; 
they also reveal some matters of concern which the 
Government are responding to.   

It is heartening that of the 14 crime groups for 
which statistics are given, eleven show reductions, 
including public order, weapons and explosives and 
sexual offences. 

I am encouraged by positive trends which these 
statistics reveal.  However, while the number of 
homicides overall show a decrease of 20.8%, I am 
concerned at the increase in the number of murders, 
from eight in the second quarter of 2008 to 15 in 
the last quarter.  Many of these were gangland 
related and occurred in Dublin Mid West.

It is partly to combat this trend that the 

Government has piloted significant legislation 
through the Oireachtas in the past number of 
months, including the Criminal Justice (Amendment) 
Act and the Criminal Justice (Surveillance) Act. 

This legislation makes significant additional 
powers available to An Garda Síochána to detect 
criminal behaviour and make its prosecution more 
efficient and effective in the courts.  The Garda 
Commissioner along with the entire Force will make 
full use of these powers and of the significant 
personnel and financial resources available. 

The decrease of 20.8% in the number of 
homicide offences is as a result of decreases of 
100% in the number of cases of manslaughter and 
of 69.2% in the number of cases of dangerous 
driving leading to death. 

Public order offences decreased by 7.7%, and 
this decrease was reflected in all the public offence 
categories, including decreases of 6.4% in disorderly 

conduct, of 58.3% in prostitution offences and of 
19.9% in offences relating to liquor licensing.   

Garda operations have contributed to the 
significant increases of 54.8% in the number of 
cases of cultivation or manufacture of drugs and 
of 33.3% in the number of drug importations 
detected.  This, allied with decreases in the 
possession of drugs for sale or supply (- 4.3%) 
and for personal use (- 0.8%), is the result of the 
priority given by An Garda Síochána to intercepting 
the supply of drugs.     

The Government attaches a high importance, 
not only to the detection of crime but also to its 
prevention.  He therefore earlier this year initiated 
a process leading to the publication of a White 
Paper on Crime, which will set out an overall policy 
framework within which measures to tackle crime 
will be implemented.  

Tough new legislation to tackle  
serious gangland crime

Litter Free Lucan
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all involved 
in Lucan on their outstanding performance in this year’s tidy 
town’s competition. 
I am not surprised Lucan took the Gold Medal for the tidiest 
town in South Dublin. The town is a credit to all involved in 
the hard work that keeps it looking so well. I am delighted 
that Lucan took the top prize in South Dublin; winning such a 
prestigious award is a huge encouragement for more people in 
the area to get involved in tidy towns.

The Tidy Towns competition has multiple benefits for all 
involved. Keeping your own village and town and estate tidy is 
one thing, but making friends and building community spirit is 
another and that is a very important part of village life in towns 
like Lucan and Palmerstown. 

“Well done to all”! 

No Reduction 
in Services at 
Palmerstown 
Community 
School’s Sports 
Hall – Curran
There will be no reduction in services at the dual purpose sports hall 
in Palmerstown and the centre is to remain open 7 days a week. 

The total funding allocation to Palmerstown is the highest of 
all the Dual Purpose Sports Centres in the County. The fitness 
centre is the only one to be upgraded with additional machines 
being provided at a cost of over ¤8,000. New safety and cleaning 
equipment has been purchased at a cost over ¤4,000. 

The centre is currently very well used by both the local community 
and local students from Pobail Scoil Iosolde, with a number of local 
voluntary sports groups availing of it and increasing numbers of 
youth and community groups becoming involved. 

The Centre was also heavily involved in supporting the recent 
Palmerstown Community Festival. At present over 1000 local 
people avail of the facility on a weekly basis. 

A new management structure was needed to be put in place 
in the centre in order to gain better value for money spent at the 
centre. The new management structure is common place in the 
system and has successfully stood the test of time, across the 
county in other Dual Purpose Sports Centres. 

The changes being made in the management structure do mean 
that the current Manager’s working hours are being reduced from 
35 to 23, but this is being compensated for by managerial supports 
by the provision of a further Centre Assistant post. The adjustments 
had to be made to protect the jobs of current staff at the Centre. 
Palmerstown now has the highest number of staff allocated to it 
with an additional centre assistant post being provided bringing 
the total number of staff to five.

Active Citizenship Week

John Curran and Mayor Mick Duff launch Active Citizenship Week.


