








CLONDALKIN
SOCIAL
WELFARE OFFICE
SET FOR MAJOR
RENOVATIONS -
CURRAN

The Clondalkin Social Welfare Office is scheduled to
undergo significant renovations in November 2009
due to the unprecedented increase in the claim load at
the Clondalkin Office in the past 18 months.

A major expansion and renovation project was badly
needed at the Clondalkin Welfare Office. A lot of extra
pressure has been put on the service and this has lead
to customer dissatisfaction. The office has limited
public space and counter space is very restricted.

New interview rooms and additional public floor
space with seating will be provided on the first floor.
These renovations will also facilitate the introduction
of an appointment system for customers making
new or repeat claims. These customers will be given
a designated time, date and hatch to have their
application processed.

In the meantime the Minister for Social and Family
Affairs, Mary Hanafin T.D. has informed me that urgent
efforts continue to be made to reduce queuing times
and to alleviate congestion both outside the building
and on the public floor of the Clondalkin Office. The
office opens at 9.30am and the opening hours have
been extended at lunchtime to provide more access for
customers. Extra seating was provided recently in the
public area and additional signing sessions have been
arranged to alleviate congestion on signing days.

Previously, Minister Hanafin informed me that she
and her Department are looking at the longer term
plans for the area and in order to cater for the growing
populations of the Clondalkin and Lucan areas and
to reduce the pressure on the Clondalkin office; the
Department has asked the Office of Public Works to
pursue the inclusion of a Social Welfare Local Office in
the Adamstown development in Lucan where the full
range of local office services would be provided.

Pending this long term development the Department
is also giving priority to the provision of a local office
in Lucan and efforts are ongoing to secure suitable
accommodation there. Some 30% of the claim load at
the Clondalkin office is from the Lucan area and the
provision of a local office in Lucan will greatly relieve
the congestion problems in Clondalkin.
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TOUGH NEW LEGISLATION TO TACKLE
SERIOUS GANGLAND CRIME

This summer more young lives and families have
been destroyed due to gangland crime. While
statistics released by the Central Statistics Office
for the second quarter of 2009 show a continuation
of the encouraging trends of the previous quarter;
they also reveal some matters of concern which the
Government are responding to.

It is heartening that of the 14 crime groups for
which statistics are given, eleven show reductions,
including public order, weapons and explosives and
sexual offences.

| am encouraged by positive trends which these
statistics reveal. However, while the number of
homicides overall show a decrease of 20.8%, | am
concerned at the increase in the number of murders,
from eight in the second quarter of 2008 to 15 in
the last quarter. Many of these were gangland
related and occurred in Dublin Mid West.

It is partly to combat this trend that the

Government has piloted significant legislation
through the Oireachtas in the past number of
months, including the Criminal Justice (Amendment)
Act and the Criminal Justice (Surveillance) Act.

This legislation makes significant additional
powers available to An Garda Siochdna to detect
criminal behaviour and make its prosecution more
efficient and effective in the courts. The Garda
Commissioner along with the entire Force will make
full use of these powers and of the significant
personnel and financial resources available.

The decrease of 20.8% in the number of homicide
offences is as a result of decreases of 100% in the
number of cases of manslaughter and of 69.2% in
the number of cases of dangerous driving leading
to death.

Public order offences decreased by 7.7%, and
this decrease was reflected in all the public offence
categories, including decreases of 6.4% in disorderly

conduct, of 58.3% in prostitution offences and of
19.9% in offences relating to liquor licensing.

Garda operations have contributed to the
significant increases of 54.8% in the number of
cases of cultivation or manufacture of drugs and of
33.3% in the number of drug importations detected.
This, allied with decreases in the possession of drugs
for sale or supply (- 4.3%) and for personal use (-
0.8%), is the result of the priority given by An Garda
Siochana to intercepting the supply of drugs.

The Government attaches a high importance,
not only to the detection of crime but also to its
prevention. He therefore earlier this year initiated
a process leading to the publication of a White
Paper on Crime, which will set out an overall policy
framework within which measures to tackle crime
will be implemented.



