








CURRAN WELCOMES FURTHER
PROGRESS OF METRO WEST

The Railway Procurement Agency (RPA)
is currently preparing a Railway Order
application for Metro West. The proposed
orbital line will connect the town of Tallaght,
Clondalkin, Liffey Valley and Blanchardstown
with Metro North to Swords and the City
Centre.

| am delighted to know that Metro West
is continuing to progress ahead and be
developed under the current economic
climate.

As part of the design development
along the route, RPA have identified the
requirement to design an interchange
between Metro West and the Luas Red
Line at Belgard. Late last year, two design
options were developed, one option on a
bridge and the other in an underpass.

RPA published these options in September
last year on the Metro West section of RPA
website and invited the public to make
observations and submissions on the
proposed concepts.

Following the feedback, RPA undertook
a more detailed design investigation of
the two options proposed to identify, in
more detail, the design and construction

requirements, traffic impacts, costs and
visual impacts.

This technical evaluation, has led to the
conclusion that the bridge option is the
most suitable solution and is the one that
will now be progressed to Railway Order
application. The results of this evaluation
also showed the underpass option to be in
excess of 25 times the cost of the bridge
option.

It is welcome news that the preferred
option has now been selected by the RPA
and they will now progress the design in a
way that seeks to reduce or eliminate many
of the concerns and issues raised by local
residents of the area.

As part of the design progression the
RPA will now be considering landscaping
and architectural measures to assist in
integrating the scheme as best as possible
into the surrounding area.

The RPA are encouraging anyone who
has an opinion or suggestion regarding the
design of the interchange to contact them
by post, phone or email. Local residents
should not hesitate to contact them if they
have any concerns.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICE
OF THE MINISTER FOR DRUGS

CLONDALKIN STUDENTS
TO BENEFIT FROM
HIGH-SPEED BROADBAND

Clondalkin students are set to benefit from 100mpbs of high
speed broadband as part of the Governments new pilot project
for Post Primary Schools.

| am delighted to be in a position to inform schools in
Clondalkin that they have been selected to take part in a pilot
project that has been set up in order for the schools to receive
100 Megabits of broadband.

Under the existing Schools Broadband Programme schools
in Ireland can access a basic level of broadband connectivity.
Colaiste Bride Clondalkin and Collinstown Park Community
College, Neilstown are all set to benefit from the new 100mpbs
project.

The speeds available are similar to those that are being offered
to high-end national and multinational companies that operate
in Ireland. They allow for the quick upload and download of
material, instant connection to websites, and the increased and
varied use of online applications.

We must equip our students with the skills and creativity
they need to thrive in the new digital world we are entering.
There is no surer way of preparing them than by bringing the
internet right into their place of learning and allowing them to
experiment and interact online.

This announcement opens a door to them, to take part
in Ireland’s digital future and | am delighted that students in
Clondalkin are active participants.

The 100mpbs Post Primary Schools Project marks the next
phase in the Government’s ambition to develop our schools
as world-class centres of e-learning and to educate the next
generation of knowledge workers and digital entrepreneurs.

SCOIL MOCHUA SET
FOR UPGRADE WORKS

Scoil Mochua on the Old Nangor Road, Clondalkin
has been approved for repair works and accessibility
improvements.

| am delighted a school like Scoil Mochua has been

approved for upgrade works and essential repair work.
This school provides a great service in the community for
children with disabilities. It is great news that essential
repairs will be carried out.

Repairs such as roof works and the automation of
doors for better accessibility are due to be carried out
at the school. | look forward to seeing these works get
under way.

As Minister of State at the Department of
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, with
responsibility for the National Drugs Strategy, |
officially announced the setting up of the new
Office of the Minister for Drugs. This arises
from a Government decision of 16 June when
proposals in regard to a new National Drugs
Strategy were agreed by Government. The new
Strategy, covering 2009-2016, will be launched
by an Taoiseach on 10" September.

From 1 September, the Office of the

Minister for Drugs (OMD) will subsume the
functions previously undertaken by the Drugs
Strategy Unit of the Department of Community,
Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs and the National
Drugs Strategy Team. The OMD, operating
within the Department of Community, Rural
& Gaeltacht Affairs, will coordinate the overall
implementation of the National Drug Strategy
2009-2016.
The role of the OMD is to address the existing and
emerging needs of problem substance users, their
families and their communities in the most effective
way. It will build upon the partnership process that
is already in place and that has worked effectively
— including through the Local and Regional Drugs
Task Forces.

While recording his gratitude to the Drugs
Strategy Unit and the National Drugs Strategy
Team for their commitment and achievements to
tackling the drugs problem under the previous
Strategy, Minister Curran sees the new Office
bringing a renewed vigour to the effort against
drugs and building on the achievements made to
date.

The new single Office will streamline service
administration and further improve co-ordination
across the statutory, community and voluntary
sectors. This will facilitate any Minister of State
who is given responsibility by Government for
the National Drugs Strategy to effectively fulfill
that role. It will also provide robust assurances in
regard to governance and accountability that are
so important in times of limited resources to ensure
that value for money is being achieved.

| intend to deliver a comprehensive and effective
response to problem substance use through the
OMD by integrating a bottom-up approach with
a top-down perspective. | recognise that problem
substance use is a global issue that must be tackled
at world-wide, EU, national, regional and local
levels. The Office of the Minister for Drugs will co-
ordinate the response to drugs at all these levels.

The new Office will have representatives from
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all relevant Departments and Agencies, and from
the community and voluntary sectors, assigned to
it on a half-time basis. This will help to ensure a
fully co-ordinated inter-agency response to the
drugs problem that | am determined will produce
real results.



