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GOOD NEWS FOR
THE LIFFEY VALLEY

| very much welcomed the news that the Affordable Homes Partnership is

to withdraw plans for a major housing scheme at St Edmundsbury/Wood-
ville. This comes in the wake of a decision by the landowner Ballymore not
to proceed any further with plans for housing following the publication

of a Strategic Environmental Assessment by South Dublin County Council

recommending a reduced amount of housing on the site.

This is a huge positive for our community. | was very pleased when the
Council made the decision not to proceed any further with this plan. The
decision by the landowner Ballymore to pull out of this proposed develop-
ment is also to be very much welcomed.

| was never against affordable housing in the Lucan area; in fact | would
welcome the development of further affordable housing in the area in order
to provide homes for young families in the area. However any housing
development on this sensitive and scenic site in the Liffey Valley would be
regrettable and totally unacceptable. These lands are an integral part of the
Liffey Valley and need to be preserved for future generations.

| understand that meetings have taken place between the Minister and
management at South Dublin County Council and that his officials have
been liaising with the Affordable Homes Partnership to see if affordable
housing can be provided for on a suitable site in the Lucan area. | will con-

tinue to keep you up to date and informed on this issue.

MATERNITY LEAVE
TAX REFUND - CURRAN

It has come to light that many women are paying too much tax
during their maternity leave and may be due a refund.

The refund arises where a woman or women have forwarded their
State payments to their employer who then pays the woman’s full
regular salary as normal. It has emerged that in some cases
employers have forgotten that tax is not due on the State payment
element of the salary and have not changed their payroll system to
account for this.

If however the woman keeps the State payment and the employer
Jjust pays the difference between the State payment and the woman’s
regular salary then no refund is due as tax is just paid on the

PALMERSTOWN SCHOOL
TO BENEFIT FROM €10M
GOVERNMENT FUNDING

13 SCHOOLS IN DUBLIN MID WEST

ARE SET TO BENEFIT

Almost €10million in funding from
the Dormant Accounts Fund and
the Rapid Leverage Fund was
announced recently to enhance
supports for children in over 220
DEIS schools and 200 pre-schools
across the country and thirteen
schools in Dublin Mid West are set
to benefit.

| am particularly pleased that
the funding measures today
will enhance a broad range
of supports for children in
Dublin Mid West schools and
especially Phobailscoil losolde in
Palmerstown. This funding will
enable thirteen schools in Dublin
Mid West to stay open after hours
at weekends and during holidays,
which means that children and the
wider community who most need
it will have access to homework
clubs, youth clubs, parenting
classes, summer camps, as well
as having the school amenities at
their disposal.

The €10million funding will be
available for 3 new measures
M allow schools in the DEIS

Programme to remain open
after hours, at  weekends and
during school holidays.
M Enable schools to achieve
Digital School Status
B Upgrade facilities in feeder pre-
schools for DEIS schools and
provide integrated pre-school
provision for Traveller children
and materials and training to
support pre-schools in the
integration of Traveller children.
M Continue the library
enhancement programme.
| am pleased that the
Government has announced
further funding for projects
under the Dormant Accounts
Educational Disadvantage
Programme. The additional money
will compliment the wide range of
existing Government programmes
designed to tackle educational
disadvantage. Whether a grant is
provided to support after school
homework clubs or for additional
ICT equipment, it all helps to
alleviate disadvantage and will add
value to mainstream Government
programmes.

top-up amount.

For further details contact www.revenue.ie at 1890-333425

CURRAN WELCOMES
PAYMENT OF INCREASED
EARLY CHILD SUPPLEMENT

DuBLIN MiID WEST PARENTS
WILL BENEFIT FROM
A 10% INCREASE -

Parents in Dublin Mid West are set to benefit
from a 10% increase in the Early Childcare
Supplement. The first quarterly instalment of
the Early Child Supplement (ECS), which was
increased to €1,100 in Budget 2008 was paid out
today to all parents with children under six years
of age.

The ECS is a non-taxable payment made to
all parents for each child under 6 years of age
already in receipt of child benefit. It is paid on
a quarterly basis, with the new increased rate of
€275 for each eligible child being issued today.

The Early Child Supplement is a central
element in the Government’s strategy to provide
parents with assistance in meeting the costs of
childcare. Coupled with very significant increases
in Child Benefit since 1997, parents are now
being given the means to make real choices when
it comes to providing affordable childcare for
their young children.

Today the 10% increase announced in the
budget goes out for eligible children. These new
rates mean that a typical family with two children
under 6 years of age will receive direct payments
of €6,148 this year, from the ECS and Child
Benefit. By any measure, this is a considerable
assistance to most families towards the cost of
childcare.

Great improvements have been made in recent
years in providing young families with affordable
and quality childcare. As well as assisting parents
with direct payments through the ECS and Child
Benefit, massive progress continues to be made
in creating new places under Government funded
schemes.

This is reflected in the fact that from
2000-2007, the Equal Opportunities Childcare
Programme (EOCP), created over 40,000 new
places, from a Government investment which
topped €500 million. Its successor programme,
the National Childcare Investment Programme
(NCIP) has a budget of €575 million and is well
on target to have created a further 50,000 places
by 2010.

WATERSTOWN
PARK SET TO

OPEN AFTER 29
YEARS OF COUNCIL
OWNERSHIP

A park in Palmerstown which has been plagued by
anti-social behaviour is due to open this summer
after being in council ownership for over 29 years.

The Council informed me that Waterstown Park
in Palmerstown is due to open this summer. |
welcome the announcement and hope that it will
put an end to the anti-social behaviour which takes
place in the park at night and at the weekends.

The Council has said that anti-social behaviour in
the park has decreased considerably due to people
working in the park and a Park Ranger presence.
With more people using the park and an increased
Park Ranger presence, | believe that anti-social
behaviour will die down.

If more people begin to use the park, it will
definitely become a no-go area for people who
want to carry out anti-social behaviour.

The new park will have some unique features for
parks in the country.

It will be the only park in South Dublin that you
can cycle in as it has a network of cycle lanes. It will
also be designed to be used specifically by people
with a disability as it is alongside Stewart’s Hospital




CURRAN WELCOMES
LONE PARENT
SUPPORT PUBLICATION

A new booklet entitled ‘Work it Out’
published by Treoir - the national
federation of statutory and voluntary
agencies which provide services for
unmarried parents and their children
was launched in April 08.

Information initiatives such as
this booklet, empowers people to
consider their options and access
their rights. This easy-to-follow
guide will prove invaluable to lone
parents in Clondalkin and Lucan
looking at their options when they
are starting work or re-entering the
workforce, or returning to education
and training.

The 61-page publication aims to
inform lone parents about education
and training supports (such as the
Back to Education Allowance);
employment supports (such as
the Back to Work Allowance and
the Family Income Supplement)
and childcare provision. It also
provides information about other
social welfare entitlements such
as Maternity Benefit, Maternity
Leave, Child Benefit, the One-Parent
Family Payment, the Early Childcare
Supplement and the Back to School
Clothing and Footwear Allowance.

As a public representative in
Dublin Mid West, many young
parents contact my office looking
to see what they might be entitled
to. To be able to hand out a simple

booklet of information will be very
useful. More often than not people
are entitled to more benefits than
they originally thought.

Referring to the Government’s
discussion paper “Proposals for
Supporting Lone Parents,” One
of the proposed reforms in that
document is the removal of the
cohabitation rule which acts as a
disincentive to lone parents forming
relationships.

In 21st century Ireland, this is not
an aspect of social policy that | agree
with, and is one of the issues that |
come across time and time again in
Dublin Mid West.

The social welfare system
should be neutral with regard
to people’s choice of lifestyle or
living arrangements. It should
not be a disincentive to family
formation. Under the proposals, the
contingency of lone parenthood
would no longer exist. Instead, a
new payment would be made to
all parents (living alone or with a
partner) with young children on a
low income.

The Government intends to bring
forward proposals for legislation
that will have at its core the
introduction of a policy that will set
about opening up more choice and
opportunities for lone parents.

LUCAN AND CLONDALKIN
COMMUTERS ARE FIRST TO
EXPERIENCE M50 UPGRADE

Work on Phase 1 of the M50
Improvement Scheme will be
completed this year and signs of the
improvement works are already open
for use by Clondalkin and Lucan
motorists.

Phase 1 consists of upgrading
8km of the existing dual carriageway
between the N4, N7 and Ballymount
Interchange; adding a third lane in
each direction and upgrading the
interchanges. There will also be a fourth
lane linking junctions.

In April a third lane opened on
the M50 Southbound between the

M50 Northbound from the Red Cow
interchange to the Lucan interchange.
There is now a dedicated auxiliary lane
for N4 (Lucan) Traffic.

The Council has informed me
that there has been a considerable
improvement in traffic on the M50
in recent weeks since the new lanes
opened.

| am looking forward for the full
completion of these works and
the completion of the N4 and N7
interchanges. Construction work is
already underway on the N4 widening
project and the upgrade of Newlands
Cross is well into its Public Consultation

NEW SCHOOL ROAD
SAFETY PROGRAMME
A WELCOME INITIATIVE

A new Road Safety Programme for Transition Year students will
help equip young people with the necessary skills to become
safe, responsible drivers, and is a welcome initiative, according to
Minister Curran.

The programme will be available to all schools across the coun-
try from September.

The Road Safety Programme involves input from An Garda
Siochana, and the fire and ambulance service, and it also provides
for visiting expert speakers, out of school trips, projects and case
studies.

This will give students invaluable insights into different aspects
of road safety that will help equip them grow to be safe, respon-
sible drivers.

Aspects of driving such as driver fatigue, seatbelts and airbags,
and first aid at road crashes will be included and digital resources
such as DVD and website support will be used in the classroom.

The Programme is currently being piloted in 50 schools but it
will be available from all schools come September. Schools who do
not run Transition Year will also be able to take on the course, if
they can accommodate it in another way in the curriculum.

Road deaths are on the decrease, and 2007 was recorded as
being one of the safest years on Irish roads in more than 40 years.
But even one death on our roads is one too many.

A shift in attitude is what is required in Ireland. We have to all
take individual responsibility to slow down and to take the neces-
sary precautions to see our roads become a safer place. Through
this Programme the Government hopes to catch young drivers
early, possibly even before they start driving, to ensure that we
successfully make the change from a country that has high inci-
dents of road accident fatalities.

Toll Bridge and the Red Cow. A third
and fourth lane also opened on the

and design phase.

s

SITE SECURED FOR LUCAN
SOUTH SECONDARY SCHOOL

A new dedicated site has been secured in the Clonburris LAP for
a New Lucan South Secondary School to serve the community of
Lucan South. I am delighted with this development.

Having now successfully secured a site under the Clonbur-
ris LAP for a new second level school to serve Lucan South and
given the increasing demand for second level school places which
is now materialising in Lucan South; the opening of this school
at the earliest possible opportunity is of paramount importance
to the Lucan community and | have been working hard with
the Lucan South Secondary School Action Group to ensure this
objective.

This is great news for Lucan and | will continue to discuss this
matter with the Minister for Education and Science in order to
get this development commenced as soon as possible. | will keep
you up dated on any developments in relation to this project.
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BARRIER-FREE TOLLING

www.eflow.ie
Keep it going -
Keep it eFlowing

WHAT is eFlow?

The new Barrier-Free Tolling system on the M50.
Overhead cameras will record your electronic
tag or vehicle number plate

WHEN will it arrive?
August 2008.

WHERE will it be located?

Near the current toll plaza which will be removed

WHY are we introducing it?
To promote stress-free motoring and faster journey times.

HOW do you pay for your trip?
Tags
Video Registration
Post Pay

ALL YOU NEED

TO KNOW

ABOUT EFLOW

eFlow is the new Barrier-Free Tolling
system which will operate on the M50
from August 2008. Overhead cameras
and detectors will automatically record
your electronic tag or vehicle number
plate. This system will enable you to
pass through the toll at the legal speed
limit, thereby eliminating driver stress
and frustration.

Registration for eFlow Barrier-Free
Tolling will start in May 2008 and
customers will have a range of account
options (such a pre-pay or post pay)
and a variety of ways to pay the toll
(such as direct debit, debit card or by
cash). Go to www.eflow.ie for more
information on registration.

A further partner, Payzone, will be
responsible for providing retail and
online toll payment services for users of
the M50 motorway. Payzone is Europe’s
largest branded consumer payments
acceptance network providing services
in over 21 countries.

Customers registered with other tag
providers can use their tags on the M50
Barrier-Free Tolling scheme. If you wish
to register with another tag provider
please log onto either Eazy Pass, Etrip
or Pass Direct for more information.

eFlow tags will not be available until
May 2008.

For more information on
interoperability go to www.eflow.ie

Payment Options
There will be three ways to pay for
your toll:

TAG REGISTRATION

By far the easiest and the cheapest way
to pay is to register for an electronic
tag. Details on how to register will be
available on www.eflow.ie in May 2008.

VIDEO REGISTRATION

You also have the option of setting

up a number plate based payment
account which will be debited for each
journey you make. You can register

for this option at any time after May
2008. Details on how to register will be
available on www.eflow.ie in May 2008.

NON-REGISTRATION

If you do not register, your vehicle
number plate will be recorded. The
trip must be paid for before 8pm the
following day or you will receive a
notice in the post. This notice will
ask you to pay your bill plus a €3
administration charge.

All payments can be made online,
over the phone or at Payzone outlets
nationwide. Payment facilities will be
available on www.eflow.iw once the
scheme goes live in August 2008.

Registration for your eFlow account
will commence in May 2008 but in
the meantime if you wish to open an
account you can do so either through
Eazy Pass, eTrip or PassDirect.

John Curran TD
ADVICE CLINICS

Monday
11.00am

ON THE

Neilstown Community
Centre, Neilstown

Monday
12.00pm

Bawnogue Community
Centre, Bawnogue

Monday
7.00pm

Lucan Sports and
Leisure Centre

ARE YOU

ELECTORAL
REGISTER?

This is the time of year that the
electoral register is updated.
Check if you are registered

NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER

TO VOTE IN LISBON REFORM

Referendum.

TREATY - CURRAN

It is not too late to register to vote in the upcoming Lisbon

Treaty Referendum, according to Minister John Curran TD.
Minister Curran encouraged everyone to check that

they are registered, and to use their vote in this important

Tuesday
10.00am

Constituency Office
2a Main Street, Clondalkin

Thursday
6pm

Constituency Office
2a Main Street, Clondalkin

Every First Monday
ofevery Month at 8pm

Silver Granite,
Palmerstown.

Every Last Monday
of every Month at 8pm

Rathcoole Community
Centre, Rathcoole

The Gondola,
Newcastle

Every last Monday of
Every Month at 9pm

All Clinics by Appointment Only
No Clinics on Bank Holiday Weekends.

2a Main Street,
Clondalkin, Dublin 22.
TEL: 4579913

- FAX: 4579805
EMAIL: john.curran@oir.ie
WEB: johncurrantd.com

using the online facility wwwv.

checktheregister.ie or the
Electoral Registers at your local

Library, Garda Station or Council
Office. If you have any difficulty,
please do not hesitate to contact
me at (01)6183792 or john.

curran@oireachtas.ie

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO VISIT
LEINSTER
HOUSE?

If you or a member of your

family would like to come
into Leinster House for a
tour, please contact me on
(01)6183792 or
john.curran@oireachtas.ie

The Register can be checked at www.checkthereigster.ie,
at the local County Council office, the Garda Station, Post
Offices, and at local libraries.

All Irish citizens are entitled to vote in this Referendum
and | would like to strongly encourage everyone to use their
vote.

If you are not registered to vote, it is not too late to be
included in a Supplement on the Register. This applies to
people who have never registered before and to those who
have turned 18 recently.

Supplement application forms are available from the local
County Council offices, local Garda Stations, Post Offices,
and local libraries.

Completed application forms must be received by the
Council before this Saturday, May 24.

The Lisbon Reform Treaty is a complicated document, but
its impact is not complicated.

What it proposes to do is to simply modernise the Union
and to make it more effective.

The world has changed a lot in the last three decades and
so has the Union, and that is why the reforms are needed.

We want to remain a positive member of the Union. There
is no doubt that a No vote in the upcoming Referendum
would weaken our negotiating powers in the Union and that
is why | am promoting a Yes vote in the Lisbon Reform Treaty
Referendum on June 12.





